Scientific knowledge of the State's water resources is vital to the support of Florida's population, tourism, and agriculture. The amount of water available to support the demand may ultimately determine the future of growth in Florida. As part of a continuing water-use project, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), in cooperation with the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation, determined the quantity of water used in Florida during 1990. Water-use data were collected and compiled by the USGS, the Northwest Eorida Water Management District, the St. Johns River Water Management District, the South Florida Water Management District, the Southwest Florida Water Management District, and the Suwannee River Water Management District.
TOTAL WATER WITHDRAWN
The total amount of water withdrawn in Florida in 1990,was 17.897 million gallons per day, of which 7,531 million gallons per day was freshwater (42 percent), and 10,366 million gallons per day was saline (58 percent). Ground water accounted for 62 percent of the freshwater withdrawals (4,664 million gallons per day), and surface water accounted for the remaining 38 percent (2,867 million gallons per day). Surface water accounted for more than 99 percent of the saline withdrawals (10,317 million gallons per da>). The Floridan aquifer system, which underlies most of the State, supplied 60 percent of the State's ground-water withdrawals. Surface-water canals, mostly from Lake Okeechobee, supply large amounts of freshwater for use in South Florida. This area is intensively irrigated for sugarcane, vegetables, and citrus and accounted for 55 percent of the State's surface-water withdrawals during 1990. The dependency on ground water as the primary source of water subply in Florida continues to increase. Nearly 62 percent of the total water withdrawn in 1990 was from ground-water sources, tompared to 51 percent in 1980, and 21 percent in 1950. Furthermlore, in 1990, nearly 90 percent of the residents using public water supply systems (10.0 million people) depended on ground water, as did the 1.71 million residents using self-supplied domestic1 water systems. Becaifse of Florida's increasing demand on the State's water resources, information regarding the amount of water withdrawn, where it is used, and current trends are needed. This information will assist water managers in planning for Florida's future water needs.
